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INTRODUCING 

LCRTA’s NEW  CO-PRESIDENTS... 

with a North/South connection 

Joyce Grady 

     Joyce  Grady hails from Willoughby South High 
School, the alma mater of her two daughters, where 
Joyce was the Argus yearbook advisor for twenty years. 
As needed, Joyce also served in a number of other ca-
pacities: Mock Trial Team and Senior Class Advisor. 
Besides being involved with South High, Joyce is active 
in a number of other community and political organiza-
tions. She is first vice-president of the North Coast Li-
ons Club and assists Leadership Lake County as a pho-
tographer. Joyce has two daughters; one teaches in the 
English department of Richmond Heights Schools and 
the other is the administrative director at Geauga UH. 

Greta Pate 

     Greta Pate is a retired elementary teacher and guid-
ance counselor from the Willoughby-Eastlake Schools. 
Not ready to completely retire, Greta was the North 
Lens yearbook advisor for the next 16 years. Since both 
schools used the same publishing company, Greta and 
Joyce met at yearbook workshops thus forming a friend-
ship. Greta is very active at Shore Haven Lutheran 
Church in Euclid where she resides. She is also a mem-
ber of the North Coast Lions Club. Upon retiring from 
the North yearbook, Greta became the volunteer office 
manager for a non-profit, “Rebuilding Together Lake 
County,” a home rehabilitation program for low income 
homeowners to keep residents safe, dry and warm. 
Greta and her husband Ron have two adult sons, both in 
sales. 

NEWS... 

     Not to be confused with news in the papers, on radio 
and TV, think of what is NEW for 2011. 

• New officers 

• New Board Members, some shifting positions 

• New goals for LCRTA 

• New memberships 

• New ventures 

     What Joyce and Greta are hoping for is more active 
participation of all members, Regrettably, memberships 
have declined, some of which can be explained by aging 
or deaths of members. It is hoped that those who have 
retired will actively try to recruit other retirees who have 
not joined. “There is strength in numbers,” and in these 
economic times, all retirees must pursue protecting our 
retirement system and its benefits. Also misconceptions 
often in newspapers must be corrected. Let LCRTA 
make those its top priorities! 

James A. Garfield Historic Site  

Seeks Volunteers for Teacher Advisory 
Board 

     James A. Garfield Historic Site in Mentor is 
seeking teachers, both current and retired, to 
join  their new Teacher Advisory Board. If you 
are interested, please attend the  

TEACHER’S OPEN HOUSE 

Monday, January 17, 2011 

Noon-4:00pm 

Take a special “Behind the Scenes” Tour 

Enjoy refreshments 

Meet the new Chief of  

Interpretation and Education 

Learn how you can be a part of the new 

Teacher Advisory Board 

Find out about the new Junior Ranger Program 

Visit the new book store 

Find out how James A. Garfield  

National Historic Site will be 

Commemorating the Civil War 150th. 

FREE FOR TEACHERS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES 



Legislative & Trustee Report 

Marilyn Decker 

 

 

      The semi-annual ORTA meeting was held on 
October 28, 2010, at the STRS building in Colum-
bus. There are 90 local chapters in Ohio. Laura 
Ecklar, STRS Communications Director was the 
speaker. 

     This was before the elections so she was taking 
the pension solvency plan in stride, trying not to get  
worried or excited. Now that the elections have 
taken place and we have a new governor, we may 
have a problem. It appears now that nothing will be 
decided on the pension solvency proposal until the 
129th General Assembly meets in January. The 
leadership and public relations personnel from the 
alliances are prepared to quickly and decisively ex-
press our unity in the plan set forth by STRS and 
HPA (Health Care and Pension Advocates of 
STRS.) 

     At the meeting, the speaker stressed “Defined 
Benefit” plans to be much superior to “Defined 
Contribution.” A Defined Benefit plan is adminis-
tratively efficient, economical and provides stable 
retirement income for public workers in Ohio. Con-
trary to what the newspapers say, 75% of our retire-
ment comes from investments. The school system 
provides the rest when the teacher signs the con-
tract. 

     The fall Quarterly carried a survey asking our 
members who are affected by the government Pen-
sion Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion (WEP). More than 300 responses to the GPO-
WEP have been received. A quick review earlier 
stated that affected members are losing $50-100 per 
month through earned or spousal Social Security 
benefits. The repeal of these laws has been around 
for 20 years. President Obama has established a 
commission that focuses attention on the growing 
debt caused by these entitlement programs includ-
ing Social Security. There is a threat that repeal of 
GPO/WEP would be tied to the institution of man-
datory Social Security. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

     Money that comes into Ohio’s counties from 
STRS pensions is spent primarily in their county. 
For every $1.00 received in earned pension benefits 
from STRS, our total economic activity in the state 
is enhanced by $1.33. 

     In 2009, 109,000 retired teachers living in Ohio 
received their earned pensions totaling $3.9 billion 
dollars. That translates into $5.02 billion in eco-
nomic activity. 

     Our pensions are EARNED PENSIONS. We 
paid a portion of our income during our teaching 
years into the retirement system so that it could be 
invested on our behalf. Historically, about 75% of 
retirement income is from the return on investments 
that STRS has made. Be aware….many of our non-
retired teacher friends are convinced that teacher 
pensions are a line item in the state budget. Tell 
them the truth...teacher pensions are not a line item 
in the state budget! 

     As STRS annuitants, we use our earned pen-
sions to pay taxes, buy goods and services and sup-
port our communities. These funds have an impact 
on our local and state economies. 

DO OUR LEGISLATORS KNOW THIS? 

Contact Legislators Now and let them know... 

     As the fiduciaries of the State of Ohio, our legis-
lators must see the wisdom of our defined benefit 
pension income as a good investment in the state. 
To cut that investment invites a long term reces-
sionary environment. 

 Reprinted from ORTA website...www.orta.org 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
                                              Marge Westman 

     In 2010, LCRTA had 57 members who reported their 
volunteer hours, although there are others who do vol-
unteer work but do not report the hours. 

Caregiver hours:            9686 

Other volunteer hours:  8567 

Total hours:                18,253 

Top caregiver volunteer– Miriam Neal     6,240 hrs.  

Other types of work-        Pat Newyear     1808  hrs. 

Congratulations to all our members for the contributions 
of their time and talents given to the community! 



LCRTA Luncheon Reservation Form                          The Kirtlander               Due   JANUARY  28,2011 

Mail to:   Elaine Courtney   7300 Arbor Glen Place   Concord, Ohio 44060 

                                                                                                                                         Make checks payable to LCRTA 

 

Please reserve ____place(s) for the Tuesday, February 8, LCRTA luncheon at $15.00 each. 

 

Name(s)___________________________________________ Phone________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed _____________________ 

 

Menu( Choose one) : _____ Pork Loin with Apricot Sauce   _____Vegetable Lasagna 

Meal Includes:   Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Peas and Pearl Onions, Salad, Custard Cream Puff, Coffee, Tea, Soft Drink 

 

CUT OUT AND RETURN THIS SECTION WITH YOUR CHECK FOR YOUR LUNCHEON RESERVATION 

TAXES! TAXES! TAXES!   Bette Pollino  Info/Protective Services 

     While Congress debates whether we keep the Bush tax breaks or raise the taxes, it doesn’t change the 
fact— we will be paying taxes! 

      I for one, still do my taxes the old way— without electronics. I read somewhere that we will not be re-
ceiving booklets, with envelopes and labels in the mail this year, because most people do their taxes elec-
tronically, making it wasteful. Another choice taken from us! 

     There is free tax counseling for Seniors in Lake County, provided by AARP. You do not have to be a 
member to use the service. These services will be available February 1—April 13, 2011, at the following 
locations. Appointments are necessary. 

 

EASTLAKE…………………..  Public Library……….Wednesdays, 6-8pm……….440-942-7880 Ext. 3 

 JFK Center  ………… Tuesdays, 9:30am-2:30pm..440-975-4286,440-942-1707 

FAIRPORT……………………Senior Center……….. Thursdays, 9am-1pm…….. 440-354-3674 

KIRTLAND………………….. Public Library………..Fridays, 9:30am-12:30pm...440-256-7323 

MADISON…………………… Senior Center………...Thursdays, 9am-2pm……...440-428-6664 

MENTOR……………………. Public Library………..Tuesdays, 12-4pm…………440-255-8811 

                                                    Senior Center………...Thursdays, 9am-3pm……...440-974-5725 

PERRY………………………. Senior Center………...Mondays, 12-2pm………….440-259-3772 

WICKLIFFE………………… Public Library………..Mondays, 9am-3pm……….440-944-6010 

WILLOUGHBY…………….. Breckenridge…………Tuesdays, 9am-3pm……….440-942-4342 Ext. 1258 

 Senior Center…………Mondays, 9am-2pm……….440-951-2832 

 Public Library………..Wednesdays, 9:30am-12:30pm…..440-942-3200 

WILLOUGHBY HILLS……..Community Center….. Tuesdays, 9am –12pm…….440-918-8730 

WILLOWICK……………….. Public Library……….Wednesdays, 1-3pm………..440-951-4151 

 Senior Center……….. Tuesdays, 9am-3pm………..440-585-5112 

 

Service is available in Painesville. It was scheduled for the Senior Center. Please call 440-352-8095 to inquire 
about the location for this service.  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:  Jean Lentz and Judith Shupp for sending in 
their membership cards before December 31, 2010. Each has won a $25 Visa 
gift card. Thanks to all who have returned your cards. 

 

 

 Tuesday, February 8 Luncheon    Kirtlander 

 Tuesday, April 12 Luncheon    Dino’s 

 Wednesday, April 13 Trip          “Cleveland’s  Historic Public Square” 

 Tuesday, June 14 Luncheon  Croatian Lodge 

 Monday, June 20-22 Trip              “I-77  The Stops You Never Make” 

 Tuesday, July 12 Luncheon          Lake County History Center 

 Wednesday, July 13 Trip                     Wooster/Ohio Light Opera 

 August 10-25 Trip                        “The Best of Britian” 

 Monday, September 12 Luncheon     Kirtlander 

 Tuesday, November 8 Luncheon     Kirtlander 

 


